STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN REFLECTIONS
October 2026 – December 2026

October 4, 2026
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the corner stone…” - MATTHEW 21:42
Jesus was rejected by the religious and political leaders of his day, as well as ordinary citizens, but he was still obedient to God, the Father.  Similarly, living a stewardship lifestyle may cause you to be “rejected” by others, but we, too are called to be obedient.  Saying grace before a meal in a restaurant may attract some strange looks from some.  But to others it is a sign that God is alive and well!

October 11, 2026
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“My God will fully supply whatever you need…” - PHILIPPIANS 4:19
God really does provide for those who are grateful and generous.  This is very difficult for people that don’t live a stewardship lifestyle to believe.  People are skeptical and say it’s just coincidence.  If you are skeptical, try living a stewardship lifestyle for just one month – be generous with your gifts of time in prayer, talent in charitable works, and treasure, then see how God provides for your needs.

October 18, 2026
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s. - MATTHEW 22:21
Everything we are and everything we have belongs to God.  We aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given each of us.  All God is asking is that we give back a portion of what He gave us.  This is the essence of Stewardship.  God should be our first priority in everything.  All else comes second, especially our money.

October 25, 2026
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.”               – MATTHEW 22:37 
Do you put other “gods” before God?  Is your love of money, power, status, comfort or some personal possession greater than your love for God?  Do you recognize that everything you have and that everything you are is a gift from God?  Putting God first in everything helps keep us from becoming a slave to our possessions and to our pride.

November 1, 2026
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time (All Saints)
”Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  - MATTHEW 23:12
The world celebrates people in the spotlight and those who have the most of everything.  We think celebrity, money and possessions are the key to happiness.  Yet, our world is filled with more loneliness, anxiety, and depression than ever before.  The lives of the saints show that the key to a happy life are relationships.  Relationships with God and each other.  Trust is the foundation of any good relationship and humility is the seed of trust.     

November 8, 2026
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Therefore, stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”  - MATTHEW 25:13
Many of us have put off doing something because we think we are too busy.  We’ve all said, “I’ll do it later when I have time.”  Unfortunately, too many of us apply this attitude to our Faith.  Jesus’ call is urgent, in the here and now, in your current circumstances.  How is God calling you to use your gifts today?  Don’t delay.  None of us is guaranteed tomorrow. 

November 15, 2026
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
“Well done, my good and faithful servant.  Since you have been faithful in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities.” - MATTHEW 25:21
God calls us to nurture and develop the gifts He has given us and then generously return a portion with increase.  He doesn’t want us to waste or hoard the gifts He has given us.  He expects us to grow our gifts, to use them wisely, and to be generous with them.  Unfortunately, many of us are not generous in proportion to all that God has given us.  God asks us to be generous with all our gifts, especially the one that means the most to you.

November 22, 2026
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
“…whatever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you did for me.” – MATTHEW 25:40
Most of us are generous when it’s convenient for us.  We are generous when we have the time or the money.  But, real generosity is the opposite of that.  It means giving of one’s time, money, compassion, forgiveness or mercy when it’s not convenient to us, when it’s not on our schedule, but on the other person’s timeline.

November 29, 2026
First Sunday of Advent
“Be watchful!  Be alert!  You do not know when the time will come.”  -  MARK 13:33
We all take things for granted.  In particular, we take time for granted.  We make our lives too busy.  We plan our days, weeks, months, even years in advance.  Remember, our time on earth is a gift.  None of us knows how long we will be here.  Start today and begin thanking God for each and every day.  Take time in silence, every day, and listen to how God is calling you right now to help build His kingdom on earth.

December 6, 2026
2nd Sunday of Advent
“Prepare the way of the Lord…” - MARK 1:3
We are all called to live a holy life.  We are all called to invite others to live holy lives.  Living a stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and generous with our gifts, puts us on the path to holiness and is an example for others to be holy, too.  We are responsible not only for our own lives, but for the lives of others as well.  How are you helping others get to Heaven? 

December 13, 2026
3rd Sunday of Advent
“Rejoice always.  Pray without ceasing.  Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16 - 18
This scripture reading sums up Stewardship.  “Rejoice always” means place your trust in God; He will provide all that you need.  “Pray constantly” means prayer should be a running conversation with God throughout the whole day, every day.  “Give thanks in all circumstances” means even in bad situations, thank God.  Suffering a little bit helps build empathy for others in similar situations and shows our dependence on God.

December 20, 2026
4th Sunday of Advent
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!” – LUKE 1:28
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward.  Her entire life was lived in obedience to God’s call.  Mary teaches us to live with joy for all we have been given.  Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ.  Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s light to the world through our gratitude and generosity.
December 27, 2026
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.” -  COLOSSIANS 3:13
Forgiving is one of the hardest things for people to do.   We can’t give what we don’t have.  We need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness first before we can give it to others.  Go to the sacrament of Reconciliation and receive God’s mercy and forgiveness.   Then, share the gift of forgiveness with someone – a family member, a friend or a co-worker.  Pick up the phone or text someone right now.  

