Sample Letter from Pastor to Those Who Gave Between $500-999 Last Year

What:  The following letter could be sent from the pastor on parish letterhead to parishioners who made a gift last year of $500 or more, asking them to consider becoming an Associate.
When:  Just Prior to Appeal Sundays.



Date

«Name»
«Address»
«City», «State»  «Zip»

Dear «Salutation», 

Every day in our parish, I am blessed to witness acts of kindness that reflect the love of Christ. They remind me of St. Louis, who welcomed the poor to his own table and shared his meals with them 800 years ago. In that same spirit of compassionate generosity, I invite you to join me and your fellow parishioners with Grateful Hearts Serving Others in supporting the Annual Catholic Appeal of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

Gifts to the Appeal bring the love and mercy of Christ to life: teaching and sharing our faith, educating children, caring for retired clergy, forming young men for priestly vocations, and performing countless corporal works of mercy. We also respond directly to the cry of the poor by meeting their most urgent needs through initiatives like the Affordable Housing Fund and food pantries. People from our own parish are helped, as well, through <<example>>.

[bookmark: _Hlk220672905]Thank you for your generous support of the Appeal last year. It made a tangible difference in the lives of so many. This year, please prayerfully consider joining the Associates of the Archbishop with a gift of $1,000 or more. Together, we bring Christ’s love to every corner of the archdiocese and build up the Kingdom of God. You can make a gift at our parish or at aca.archstl.org. May our hearts be filled with thanksgiving for the Lord’s goodness, and may that gratitude move us to serve others in His name.

Sincerely,



[bookmark: _Hlk220673281]<<PASTOR_NAME>>
<<PARISH_NAME>>

