
Chaplet And Rosary 
Chaplet 

The word chaplet simply comes from the French word for Rosary, which is chapelet, but the term has now come to be 
associated with specific sets of prayers, intended to ask the help of Mary, Jesus, or the saints. The standard five-
decade rosary is in fact a chaplet, but chaplets can vary in size, in pattern or grouping of beads, and in the prayers 
said on each bead. Typically, the basic prayers, such as the Hail Mary and Our Father are still recited, but chaplets 
commonly also include prayers to a specific image of Christ or Mary, a particular saint or angel, or a litany. Often, a 
chaplet is based on a certain intention, and so prayers to the patron saint of that intention or subject will be included. 

One of the most common chaplets in recent years is the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, a chaplet Jesus instructed St. 
Maria Faustina to pray. It can be said anytime, especially for the dead or dying, but is also often said as part of the 
Divine Mercy novena which lasts from Good Friday to Divine Mercy Sunday. Another popular chaplet is the St. 
Joseph Chaplet, a set of prayers asking for the protection and intercession of St. Joseph. 

Servite Chaplet or Rosary 

Though it can be prayed by anyone, the Chaplet of the Seven Sorrows of Mary is especially connected to the Servite 
Order (also called Servants of Mary) and so this unique chaplet is commonly referred to as the Servite Rosary. 
Rather than decades, it consists of seven sets of seven beads; the sets of seven beads are called ‘weeks.’ Where the 
Franciscan Crown is focused on the seven joys of Mary, the Servite chaplet is focused specifically on the seven 
sorrows, or dolors, of Mary. These are the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into Egypt, the loss of Jesus in the temple, 
Mary meeting Jesus on the road to Calvary, the Crucifixion, Jesus being taken down from the cross, and the laying of 
Jesus’s body in the tomb. The intent behind the Servite rosary is a devotion to Mary and the real pain she suffered in 
watching and sharing in Jesus’s pain, as we are called to share in Jesus’s suffering as well. 

Rosary 

How to Pray the Rosary 

Many of us are familiar with the standard, five-decade rosary, the centuries-old favorite devotion of Roman Catholics 
throughout the world. An ornate crucifix on a strand of rosary beads is an image that most associate with devout and 
faithful prayer. But sometimes confusion arises with other terms, such as “chaplet” or "Franciscan rosary.” Aren’t they 
all the same? Well, not quite. The term rosary is used for various sets of prayers counted on beads, but the prayers 
may vary from those used in the Dominican Rosary – the most widely known form of the rosary. Additionally, there 
are some rosaries that use the standard prayers, but serve a specific purpose, like the wedding rosary. Here is some 
clarification on some of those different rosary terms. 

Rosary Types 

Five Decade     Franciscan Rosaries     One Decade Rosary     Auto Rosary 

Links 

Catholic Doors     Catholic Online     USCCB 

 

https://www.catholicdoors.com/prayers/
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/prayers-and-devotions

