Sample Letter to be Sent Home by School Principal/DRE Prior to the Appeal

What:  The following letter could be sent from the School Principal DRE to families with children in the parish school or PSR program. 
When:  Prior to Youth Appeal in parish


Date

«Name»
«Address»
«City», «State»  «Zip»

Dear «Salutation», 

Every day in our parish, I am blessed to witness acts of kindness that reflect the love of Christ. They remind me of St. Louis, who welcomed the poor to his own table and shared his meals with them 800 years ago. In that same spirit of compassionate generosity, I invite you to join me and your fellow school families with Grateful Hearts Serving Others in supporting the Annual Catholic Appeal of the Archdiocese of St. Louis.

Gifts to the Appeal bring the love and mercy of Christ to life: teaching and sharing our faith, educating children, caring for retired clergy, forming young men for priestly vocations, and performing countless corporal works of mercy. We also respond directly to the cry of the poor by meeting their most urgent needs through initiatives like the Affordable Housing Fund and food pantries.  People from our own parish are helped, as well, through <<example>>.

The Appeal is also a beautiful opportunity to share the joy of giving with your family and to help your children grow in understanding our faith, the need for generosity, and how they can reflect the Lord’s love through their actions. Your participation nurtures their awareness of the needs of others and fosters charity.

[bookmark: _Hlk220672905]Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s Appeal. Together, we bring Christ’s love to every corner of the archdiocese and build up the Kingdom of God. You can make a gift at our parish or at aca.archstl.org.

May our hearts be filled with thanksgiving for the Lord’s goodness, and may that gratitude move us to serve others in His name.

Sincerely,


[bookmark: _Hlk220673281]<<PRINCIPAL/DRE_NAME>>
<<PARISH/SCHOOL_NAME>>



