; % / Archdiocese of Saint Louis Archives and Records

Catholic Deaf Ministry Records, 1962-2014

Descriptive Summary

Creator: Catholic Deaf Ministry

Title: Catholic Deaf Ministry

Dates: 1962-2014

Abstract: The Ministry of the Deaf Records contain the contains administrative and operational records,
including correspondence, publications, finances, meeting minutes, programs, topical files, student
transcripts and employee information.

Extent: 2 linear feet (2 boxes)

Language of Materials: English

Record Group Number: RG 03 C 25

Access
Records are closed to the public for 25 years after date of creation. Access is restricted to Series 2:
Restricted Files. The Archives reserves the right to restrict any materials.

Historical Note
The deaf ministry can trace its roots back to 1836, when Bishop Joseph Rosati invited the Sisters of St.
Joseph to St. Louis to teach the deaf. The Sisters’ ministry evolved into St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf.

The Redemptorists at St. Alphonsus Ligouri “Rock” Parish had a deaf ministry in place since 1937,
establishing the St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society in 1941. The Society has been an integral part of the
archdiocese’s ministry to the deaf ever since. In 1966, construction was started on the Community
Center for the Deaf building adjacent to St. Alphonsus Ligouri “Rock” Parish. The non-sectarian center
was financed in part by a gift by Cardinal Joseph Ritter from the Annual Expansion Fund.

In 1987, the Catholic Commission for the Handicapped suggested an archdiocesan ministry for the deaf.
Archbishop John May created the Catholic Deaf Ministry through Catholic Family Services with Rev. Jim
Byrnes as director. Soon after Rev. Raymond D. Gruenke, C.SS.R., who was instrumental in the creation
of the non-sectarian center passed away in 1988. At the same time, another key figure in the deaf
ministry Sr. Rita Pickhinke, R.S.M., moved to the Philippines to minister to the deaf.

The center’s name was changed to the Catholic Center for the Deaf in 1988. A Board of Directors was
formed, as well as a Deaf Advisory Committee comprised solely of deaf persons to raise issues important
to the deaf community. The ministry provided retreats and events for deaf Catholics, masses in
American Sign Language, religious education for adults and children and sacramental preparation and
celebration. Sr. Campion Breske, S.C.C., came to St. Louis from the Archdiocese of Chicago Office of the
Deaf to serve as pastoral worker until 1991. In 1989, JoAnn Nichols retired after 23 years of service as
secretary for the center. Ann Pudlowski became Pastoral Worker in 1991.

In 1994, Rev. Jim Byrnes was reassigned to a new parish, and Rev. Victor Barnhart succeeded him as
Director of the deaf ministry and Administrator of St. Catherine of Sienna parish, where the ministry was
based since 1990. The office moved locations several more times over the years. In 2007, Rev. Barnhart
resigned, and Archbishop Robert Carlson placed the ministry under the Archdiocesan Apostolic Services.
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He also invited the Dominican Missionaries of the Deaf Apostolate to continue Catholic Deaf Ministry in
the Archdiocese.

Scope and Content

Series 1: Alphabetical Files contains the administrative and operational records, including
correspondence, publications, finances, meeting minutes, programs and topical files. The files are
arranged alphabetically within the box.

Series 2: Restricted Files includes prenuptial files, background investigations and student transcripts.
These files are restricted to the general public.

Related Materials

Office of Archbishop Correspondence Agency Files, Catholic Deaf Ministry (RG 01)
Office of Archbishop Correspondence Agency Files, Cursillo Movement (RG 01)

Catholic Organizations, Cursillo (RG 07 C 43)

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Records, Photographs of Deaf and Blind Ministries (RG 11)
Administrative Information

Provenance: St. Richard Parish

Accession: 2016-069
Processing Note: Processed by Rena Schergen, December 2016.
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Pras=ay Records Inventory
W RG 03 C 25 Catholic Ministry of the Deaf Records, 1962-2014

Folder Record Number  ADMN/M1/000896
Administrative - Minutes - Agencies Serving People - Curia Cluster Meetings, 1990-1998

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004032
Administrative - Files - Alcoholics Anonymous for the Deaf, circa 1990

Folder Record Number ADMN/M1/000897

Administrative - Minutes - American Deafness and Rehabilitation Association (ADARA) - Greater St.

Louis Chapter, 1987-1992

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/F1/004033
Administrative - Files - American Sign Language Illustrated Guide Cards, circa 1986, no date

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/R1/E/000560
Administrative - Reports - Exception - Archdiocesan Agencies Review, 1991

Folder Record Number HIST/1117472
Historical - Newspapers - Articles on Catholic Deaf Ministry, 1988-1994

Folder Record Number  HIST/1117473
Historical - Newspapers - Articles on Deafness and Religion, or in St. Louis 1985-1999

Folder Record Number FNCL/1527
Financial - Audit Reports - 1988

Folder Record Number ADMN/M1/000898
Administrative - Minutes - Board of Directors Meetings, 1988-1989

Folder Record Number ADMN/M1/000899
Administrative - Minutes - Board of Directors Meetings, 1990-1992

Folder Record Number  ADMN/M1/000900
Administrative - Minutes - Board of Directors Meetings, 1993-1996

Folder Record Number ADMN/P2/P/001994
Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Brochures, circa 1990s

Folder Record Number FNCL/1859
Financial - Reports, Year-End - Budget, 1988-1996

Folder Record Number ADMN/C1/000050
Administrative - Corporate Constitution, Charter, By-Laws - and Incorporation, 1988-1994

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000806
Administrative - Planning Documents - Census of Deaf Catholics in Archdiocese, circa 1989

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004034
Administrative - Files - Choir Lyrics and Music, 1989
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Pras=ay Records Inventory
W RG 03 C 25 Catholic Ministry of the Deaf Records, 1962-2014

Folder Record Number ADMN/P2/P/001995
Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Christmas Greeting Club, 1975-1994

Folder Record Number  ADMN/F1/004035
Administrative - Files - Community Center for the Deaf Auxiliary (C.C.D.), 1988-1992

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001842

Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - Community Center for the Deaf - circular letters to
Friends of the Deaf, 1972-1989

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001843

Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - Community Center for the Deaf - circular letters to
sustaining members, 1967-1989

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004036
Administrative - Files - Companions Ministry Program, 2004-2005

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/C2/P/001844
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - General, 1984-1987

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001845
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - General, 1991-2006

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001846
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - circular letters to supporters, 1990-1997

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001847
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - from Sister Campion Breske, S.C.C., 1990-1991

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001848

Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - with Paul Blicharz (St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society),
1988-1995

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000807
Administrative - Planning Documents - Cursillo, St. Louis Deaf, 1992

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000808
Administrative - Planning Documents - Deaf Teens Encounter Christ (TEC) retreat 1993

Folder Record Number  ADMN/F1/004037
Administrative - Files - Ephpheta Society History, circa 1982

Folder Record Number  ADMN/F1/004038
Administrative - Files - Equipment and Services, 1989-1998

Folder Record Number FNCL/575
Financial - Correspondence - 1988-2001
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Records Inventory
RG 03 C 25 Catholic Ministry of the Deaf Records, 1962-2014

Folder Record Number  FNCL/2715
Financial - Budget Planning - Meeting Minutes, 2003-2004

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004039

Administrative - Files - Gallaudet College class and papers by Rev. Jim Byrne on Psychosocial aspects of
deafness, 1986

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004040

Administrative - Files - Gallaudet University - Simultaneous Communication and Sign Language Classes,
1986-1987

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000809

Administrative - Planning Documents - International Catholic Deaf Association - Midwest Regional
Conference in St. Louis, 1993-1995

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/F1/004041
Administrative - Files - Interpreters for Archdiocese, 1994-2009

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/F1/004042
Administrative - Files - Interpreting Religious Concepts of the Mass, no date

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004043
Administrative - Files - Local Events and Organizations, 1985-circa 2000

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004044
Administrative - Files - Marriage Preparation for the Deaf, no date

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/F1/004045
Administrative - Files - Ministry Formation Program for Deaf Adults in Chicago, 1995-2005

Folder Record Number ADMN/P2/P/001996

Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Ministry for the Hearing Impaired through the St. Vincent de
Paul Society and Sisters of St. Joseph in Carondelet, 1977-1978

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004046
Administrative - Files - National Catholic Office for the Deaf, 1988-1994

Folder Record Number ADMN/P2/P/001997

Administrative - Publications - Permanent - National Catholic Office for the Deaf - Midwest Regional
Newsletters, 1984-1990

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004047

Administrative - Files - National Catholic Office for the Deaf - Religious Education with Deaf People,
1988-1989

Folder Record Number  ADMN/P2/P/001998
Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Newsletter The Quiet Spirit, 1985-1994
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Pras=ay Records Inventory
W RG 03 C 25 Catholic Ministry of the Deaf Records, 1962-2014

Folder Record Number ADMN/P2/P/001999
Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Newsletter The Quiet Spirit, 1995-2004

Folder Record Number  HIST/199081
Historical - Photograph - circa 1989-circa 2005

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001849
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - Pillowcase of the Month Club, 1988-1989

Folder Record Number FNCL/2210
Financial - General Ledger, Annual - Postal Account Book, 1972-2004

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004048
Administrative - Files - Presentation on Deafness and the Church, 1984-1997

Folder Record Number ADMN/M1/000901
Administrative - Minutes - St. Louis Metro Round Table Representatives on Deafness, 1991-1998

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000810
Administrative - Planning Documents - Retreats by St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society, 1988-2008

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000811
Administrative - Planning Documents - Religious Education, 1988-1992

Folder Record Number ~ ADMN/P3/000812
Administrative - Planning Documents - Religious Education teaching aids and forms, 1995-2003

Folder Record Number ADMN/R1/A/000448
Administrative - Reports - Annual - Religious Education Programs in St. Louis, 1988-1995

Folder Record Number ADMN/R1/A/000449
Administrative - Reports - Annual - Religious Education Programs in St. Louis, 1995-2000

Folder Record Number  ADMN/M1/000902
Administrative - Minutes - Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf - St. Louis Chapter (RID), 1987-1991

Folder Record Number  ADMN/R1/E/000561
Administrative - Reports - Exception - Scope of Operations and job descriptions, 1990-2004

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004049
Administrative - Files - Secretarial tasks, no date

Folder Record Number ADMN/R1/M/000111
Administrative - Reports - Monthly - Service Reports, 1988-1996

Folder Record Number  ADMN/F1/004050
Administrative - Files - Sexual Abuse and the Hearing Impaired, circa 1986
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PraItN Records Inventory Last Updated
ﬁ RG 03 C 25 Catholic Ministry of the Deaf Records, 1962-2014

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004051
Administrative - Files - St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf, no date

Folder Record Number ADMN/P3/000813
Administrative - Planning Documents - St. Louis Catholic Deaf Society, 1962, 1988-1993

Media Record Number ADMN/P2/P/002000
Administrative - Publications - Permanent - Catholic Charities of St. Louis, Inc. 1987

Folder Record Number ADMN/C2/P/001853
Administrative - Correspondence - Permanent - General, 1988-1989

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004087
Administrative - Files - Board of Directors Members, 1988-1996

Folder Record Number ADMN/F1/004088
Administrative - Files - Goals and Brainstorming, circa 1990-1993

Folder Record Number FNCL/1865
Financial - Reports, Year-End - Scholarship Fund Requests, 1994-1995

Folder Record Number HIST/143554
Historical - Publications - Directories of Assisted Listening Devices in the Greater St. Louis Area, 1986-1997
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