Summary – Stewardship Sunday Timeline and Resources
Thank you for taking part in Stewardship Sunday 2026: “200 Years of Gratitude and Generosity”. As always, please adapt the schedule and resources to fit the pastoral needs of your parish community. 

Preparation and Prayer – September 1-26 
· Work on editing Stewardship Annual Report Template, Pastor Letter, and Covenant Cards to fit your parish ministerial needs. Pick a Lay Witness speaker/s. 
(NB: Although Brochures have been printed for free, Covenant Cards need to be edited and printed by parish.) 
· Communicate this stewardship season over the coming weeks using pulpit announcements, bulletin articles, website updates, and announcements at individual parish ministry meetings, letters to grade school and PSR parents, and on the parish marquee sign. Consider hosting a Ministry Fair in October to increase volunteer participation.  
· Pray together as a parish for a successful parish stewardship renewal. Remember, the first thing Jesus did before a big event or sermon was to pray. 

Stewardship Awareness Sunday – September 26-27  
· All priests and deacons give a Stewardship homily. See the “2026 Homily Handout”. Ask parishioners to open the Brochures and Covenant Cards in the pews.
· Brochures and Covenant Cards are placed in all pews – leave for the next four weeks.
· Include Bulletin Cover/Insert in this week’s bulletin.  

Parish Stewardship Mailing – September 28-October 2 
· Consider mailing or sending a Flocknote to each parishioner with a stewardship Reflection Letter from the pastor, Brochure and/or Covenant Card, and the Annual Parish Stewardship Report. 

Lay Witness Talks – October 3-4 
· Member/s of the parish family should speak at all Masses (and possibly at other parish meetings and events) about his or her own personal stewardship journey. 

Highlight the Annual Parish Stewardship Report at Mass – October 10-11
· In this season of stewardship awareness, we need to demonstrate to our parishioners that the parish is a good steward of the gifts that have been given. Clergy should refer to the report during Mass, send out a Flocknote or e-newsletter with attached report, and print copies for distribution in the back of church.
World Mission Sunday and Covenant Card Sunday – October 17-18
· Encourage parishioners to complete and return covenant cards that indicate how they will participate more generously in the life of the parish. This should include prayer, ministry participation, and financial commitment. The most effective way to collect Covenant Cards is allowing time at Mass to complete the cards with a special collection ceremony during Mass.
· This Sunday coincides with the annual World Mission Sunday. The theme chosen by Pope Leo XIV, “One in Christ, United in Mission”, relates beautifully to our stewardship principles. Consider incorporating this line into your messaging: “Some give by going, others go by giving. On this World Mission Sunday, we are One in Christ, and United in Mission.”
Follow-Up and Appreciation – October 19 and ongoing
· If a parishioner does not return a Covenant Card, the parish should make an effort to follow up and ask the parishioner to please return the card. Follow-up can be done with a letter, email, Flocknote, or phone call.
· All parishioners who return covenant cards should receive a letter, email, or phone call thanking them. The entire parish should see the results of the stewardship effort in the bulletin.



List of Resources – Can be found on Stewardship Website or Email from Nick Lee
· Bulletin Cover/Insert
· Stewardship Annual Report Template
· Lay Witness Manual and Video Link 
· Pastor Letter (English and Spanish)
· Stewardship Covenant Card (English and Spanish)
· Homily Handout 2026
· Brochure (sample – please email for extra copies)
· Poster (sample – please email  for extra copies)

Nick Lee – 314.792.7083 – nicklee@archstl.org
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